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October Newsletter 
 

Brinsley Primary and 

Nursery School 
Moor Road, Brinsley, Nottinghamshire, NG16 5AZ 

Ph: 01773 783898 

www.brinsley.notts.sch.uk/  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

While the weather is changing - the days are certainly getting 
shorter and the temperature cooler, what is not changing is the 
fantastic work that has been going on at Brinsley Primary and 
Nursery School. 

On a daily basis it never fails to amaze me how incredibly happy the 
children are to learn. Some of the things we are focusing on at the 
moment in school are positive behaviours for learning. What this 
might look like in practice is children making eye contact with the 
teacher, contributing to class discussions, taking risks with answers, 
being enthusiastic, being resilient if they get things wrong, etc. 

When your children come home ask them about these sorts of 
things and find out what is being reinforced and taught in school. 

As well as the work that goes on in school on a daily basis it has 
been a lot of fun to see Romans and Greeks visiting, WW2 trips, 
strange vegetables, Mental Health awareness, not to mention the 
Film Night. 

I was also incredibly impressed at how many parents attended the 
parent information evenings at the beginning of October. It really 
shows how much the community values the school and their 
children’s education. 

As I am sure most people will be aware the school has a green 
house on site. This is something I would really like to see better 
used and wondered whether we had any ‘green thumbed’ parents, 
grandparents, etc, who would like to use this space. All I would ask 
is that every now and then they show a few children (with their 
teacher of course) some of the magic that happens with growing 
your own produce. If this is something you might be interested in, or 
if you know someone who is please let me know. 

 

 

  Upcoming Events 

16.10.19 Flu vaccinations: FS2 – Y6 

17.10.19 Halloween disco – Friends of 
Brinsley will be supporting at KS2. F & 
KS1 2.15 – 3pm. KS2 3.45 – 4.15pm 

18.10.19 Bikeability training Year 3 & 
4 

21.10.19 – 1.11.19 OCTOBER HALF 
TERM 

4.11.19 School re-opens 

4 & 7.11.19 Cookery Club 

12.11.19 A group of children planting 
trees with Mr. Osprey – Remembrance 

11.11.19 Anti bullying week 

11.11.19 Year 5 visit National Coal 
Mining Museum 

12.11.19 Y1 Bright Lights Big City trip 

15.11.19 Year 4 at Clip and Climb 

21.11.19 Film night 

25.11.19 Science Day 

5.12.19 Jack & Jill pantomime in 
school 

Please refer separate section for 
Christmas dates… 

19.12.19 Last day of school before 
Christmas holidays. 

6.01.20 School reopens 

 

http://www.brinsley.notts.sch.uk/
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As always please feel free to stop and say hello anytime, I’m usually 
stood at the gate before and after school. Or make an appointment if 
you would like to see me privately. 

Kind regards  

Jason Osprey - Head Teacher 

 

Year 6 – National Holocaust Museum 

Year 6 visited the National Holocaust Museum and had the 

privilege of meeting Howard, a Holocaust survivor from Austria. 

After he had finished talking, several boys in the class took it upon 

themselves to go to him and shake his hand and apologise for all 

he had been put through. It was a very moving day. The children 

have written some very moving poetry based on what they took 

from conversations with him.  

They have also received a visit from Mr Rosamond, an evacuee 

who was evacuated 3 times from Bethnal Green in London during 

WWII. He shared his experiences of being on a train and seeing a 

cow for the first time!   

Mr Belton, a Head Teacher from Colwick, also visited the class with 

a collection of WW2 memorabilia. It was fascinating to see so 

many things that were used during this time. 

 

 

Assemblies 

Why the change? 

Many of you will have 

noticed that the celebration 

assembly on a Friday has 

now changed slightly. 

On a Friday we now 

celebrate the Wall of Fame, 

birthdays, Beak of the Week 

and Class points.  

On a Tuesday assembly we 

celebrate lunch awards, the 

Mr McKen sports award and 

House Points. 

Splitting them means we 

now have a shorter assembly 

on a Friday and have time 

for a song. 

J Osprey 
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‘Communication with teaching staff’ 

I realise that sometimes it can be tricky to get a message to teachers and teaching staff, so I just wanted to 

point out the best ways to do just that: 

- Before school: There is always someone on the door to speak to, but this is more for very quick 

messages like, ‘They’ve forgotten their PE kit,’ ‘They didn’t sleep well last night,’ etc. If you have a 

recurring topic to discuss, or something that will require a longer conversation this is not the best time. 

- After school: More often than not this is where teachers will be looking for specific parents to talk to 

them about things that have happened over the course of the day. That being said you might be able to 

catch them for a chat. 

- The best way for a longer, uninterrupted conversation is to send them a message by email 

office19@brinsley.notts.sch.uk or to ring up and leave a message for them to call you back, or to 

arrange a face to face meeting. 

- I understand some class teachers are using Class Dojo for communication. Not all teachers are doing 

this. If you don’t know about it, the chances are your child’s class teacher is not using Class Dojo. 

- As I said earlier I am usually stood on the gates at the beginning or end of the day, so feel free to have a 

chat. Ideally if you have a concern you phone/approach the teacher first as they are the best people to 

deal with it. 

 

  

Watch this space 

Our new artificial pitch has been thoroughly loved 

and enjoyed by the children at Brinsley. The one 

issue we have had as it gets wetter is the balls 

going onto the grass and mud being traipsed 

backwards and forwards. 

Fortunately over October half term we have 

arranged for fencing to be erected around 3 of the 

sides of the pitch that will stop this and make the 

space all the better for winter use. 

Watch this space!!! 

 

 

Before and after school 

Just a gentle reminder that school is not open before 8.30am. Not only are we not insured for any 

accidents that might happen, but we do not provide any supervision for children before this time. Can I 

also ask that children walk their bikes and scooters in the school grounds. Our first priority is to keep all 

of our children safe and at these times of day there are many children and parents walking within school. 

 

mailto:office19@brinsley.notts.sch.uk
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Healthy eating – drinks and snacks 

Often we talk to the children about being 

healthy and healthy eating. As a result I just 

wanted to clarify what our policy is with 

regard to drinks and snacks. 

Fundamentally our Healthy Eating Policy 

states: “we follow healthy eating guidelines.” 

What this means is that we teach the children 

about foods and drinks that are and are not 

healthy and we encourage them (and 

parents) to follow these guidelines when 

sending in snacks, drinks, etc. 

Please see the following website from the NHS 

for guidance: 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/sugar/sugar-swaps-for-kids 

 

The school menu 

Over the coming months we will be looking more closely 

at the Healthy Eating Policy at Brinsley, I would like to 

point out that currently our school dinner menu is based 

on the Nottinghamshire County Council menu, which 

has Healthy Eating principles underpinning them. In fact 

in recent weeks Mrs. Clifford (our school cook) has been 

out talking to the children and asking them about what 

foods from this menu they prefer.  

In addition we provide fresh fruit and milk to our KS1 

children.  

Finally at break we currently offer toast and crumpets. 

All of this will be reviewed in the coming months in terms 

of the balance between providing the children what 

they want and providing their bodies what they need! 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Final INSET date 

At our last governors meeting on the 3rd 

October Governors agreed the date to our 

fourth and last allocated teacher training day. 

It will be Friday 22nd May. The last day before 

the Spring half term. 

School will be closed to children on this day 

however we are investigating the feasibility of 

our sports provider running a paid club for the 

day, to try and help working parents. 

Teachers will be using this time to develop and 

work on the curriculum they are delivering at 

Brinsley Primary and Nursery School. 

Christmas dates and activities 

Monday 9th December: Foundation 

stage Nativity dress rehearsal 

Wednesday 11th December: Christmas 

class swap day 

Thursday 12th December: Foundation 

Stage Nativity 10am 

Thursday 12th December:  Christmas 

and Enterprise Fair 

Friday 13th December: Christmas 

jumper day 

Thursday 19th December:        

Christmas dinner 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/food-facts/sugar/sugar-swaps-for-kids?wt.tsrc=Paid_Search&wt.mc_id=Search_Sept_Swaps&gclid=Cj0KCQjwzozsBRCNARIsAEM9kBMzw_xxzA0fs1mc1W7F1PBbyz2eybFPPM7lu-Cw9Dn_XiX4Ncz2JLEaAvwUEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
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